DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 467 108 



UD 035 166 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



Reardon, Sean F. ; Yun, John T. 

Private School Racial Enrollments and Segregation. 

Harvard Civil Rights Project, Cambridge, MA. 

2002-06-26 
5 9p . 

Civil Rights Project, Harvard University, 124 Mt . Auburn 
Street, Suite 400 South, Cambridge, MA 02138. Tel: 617-496- 
6367; Fax: 617- 495-5210; e-mail: crp@harvard.edu; Web site: 
http:/ / www . law . harvard . edu/ civilrights/ . 

Reports - Descriptive (141) 

EDRS Price MF01/PC03 Plus Postage. 

Asian American Students; Black Students; Catholic Schools; 
Elementary Secondary Education; ^Enrollment Trends; Hispanic 
American Students; Minority Group Children; ^Private Schools; 
^Racial Differences; ^Racial Segregation; White Students 



ABSTRACT 

This report describes recent patterns of racial enrollments 
in private K-12 schools in the United States. It includes data from the 
federal government's most recent Private School Survey, which covers 1997-98. 
Results indicate that segregation levels are quite high among private 
schools, particularly among Catholic and other religious private schools. 
Black-white and Latino-white segregation is greater among private schools 
than public schools. White students are more racially isolated in private 
schools than public schools. Among private schools, secular private schools 
have the most racially diverse enrollments and lowest levels of segregation. 
White and Asian students enroll in private schools at two times the rate of 
black and Latino students. Private school enrollment rates are much higher 
among middle- and high-income families than low-income families. Differences 
in white and minority private school enrollment rates contribute 
substantially to overall patterns of segregation in many local school 
markets. Four appendices present data on state private school enrollment 
patterns, metropolitan area private school enrollment patterns, detailed 
school segregation tables, and regression models predicting white private 
school enrollment rates. (Contains 12 figures, 16 tables, and 30 references.) 
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